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lt;div&gt;The planets all formed from this spinning disk-shaped cloud, and conti

nued this rotating course around the Sun after they were formed. The gravity of 

the Sun keeps the planets in their orbits. They stay in their orbits &lt;span&gt

;because there is no other force in the Solar System which can stop them&lt;/spa
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t;div&gt;&lt;div&gt;The initial speed of the satellite maintained as it detaches

 from the launch vehicle is enough to keep a satellite on orbit for hundreds of 

years. A satellite maintains its orbit by balancing two factors: &lt;span&gt;its

 velocity (the speed it takes to travel in a straight line) and the gravitationa
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